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Synopsis

NowA an Academy Award-winning major motion picture, starring Academy Award-winners Eddie
Redmayne and Alicia Vikander and directed byA Academy Award-winner Tom

HooperA A A National Bestseller * A New York Times Notable Book * Winner of the Lambda
Literary Award for Transgender Fiction * Winner of the Rosenthal Foundation Award from the
American Academy of Arts and Letters * Finalist for the New York Public Library Young Lions Award
* Finalist for the American Library Association Stonewall Book AwardLoosely inspired by a true
story, this tender portrait of marriage asks: What do you do when the person you love has

toA change?A It starts with a question, a simple favor asked by a wife of her husband while both
are painting in their studio, setting off a transformation neither can anticipate.A Uniting fact and
fiction into an original romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portrays the unique intimacy that
defines every marriage and the remarkable story of Lili Elbe, a pioneer in transgender history, and
the woman torn between loyalty to her marriage and her own ambitions and desires.A The Danish
Girla ™s lush prose and generous emotional insight make it, after the last page is turned, a deeply
moving first novel about one of the most passionate and unusual love stories of the 20th

century.From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

This is a stunning debut novel by someone who is no novice to the publishing industry, as he is the
director of The Modern Library, which is a division of Random House. With this book as his entree
into the ranks of novelist, Mr. Ebershoff rightly claims a place among the distinguished. This is a
most elegantly written novel.His book is loosely based upon the true story of Danish painters, Einar
Wegener and Gerda Waud. They met in Copenhagen, while they were both art students, and
married a few years later. He painted landscapes, while she would become known for her paintings
of a mysterious sloe-eyed beauty. When it eventually became known that the model for the
mysterious beauty in Gerda’s paintings was, in fact, her cross-dressing husband, they became the
scandal of Copenhagen. They left Denmark and sought refuge in Paris, France, where the mystery
woman of Gerda’s paintings began appearing in the flesh among the denizens of the Parisian
demi-monde.There is little doubt that Gerda encouraged her husband in his cross-dressing, as well
as in his eventual surgical transformation. In 1930, the couple again turned the world on its head
when it became known that Einar Wegener had undergone the world’s first known sex
re-assignment operation in Germany, and emerged as Lili Elbe. This provoked the King of Denmark
himself to annul their marriage. Unfortunately, Lili Elbe’s life as a surgically transformed woman
ended in 1931 with her death.The author expertly weaves these facts, which were the inspiration for
this novel, into a lyrically written, haunting narrative about two people who were bound to each other
by an unconditional love that would transcend the conventional. He creates an intriguing,
spellbinding story that is a sensitive portrait of a most unusual marriage.
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